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TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFICISLA!JDS

OfficeoftheDistrictAdmini$tmtor

Mimhalls District
In reply refe

January11, 1977

W. James I.iiVennEill

AssistantAMnistrator for
Enviornrmt and Safety
U.S. EnergyResearchand
IkvelopmerntAdministrateion
kkushingtonD.C. 20545
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. . . Severaltimes in recentnmnths,I have requestedassistancein
undastandingmattersconce?medwith radiationand in e@aining
these mattersto the peopleof our islands. I recentlyrequested
assistancealso duringthe UnitedNation’sMissionvisitand
duringthe visit of a UnitedStatesCcn~ess Committeeunderthe
leadershipof PatsyMink. On these occasionsyour NevadaOperations
Officehas ger&rousl~mvided assistanceby havingMr. ~oger~
travelto the IW?Shdls. Mr. my has .ejainedcredibilityfor himself

, and for lZRDAby beingwillingto go whereverwe had a need, to listen
to.thepeople’s questionsand concermsand to patientlyexplain
ERM’s actionswhich are so importantto them.

Duringhis visit in mid November,Mr. Ray has advisedme of the plans
which your staffis making for reetinghere in the Phrshallsto
discuss131DA’snWiicalprogramat RongeMp and Utirik. I shallmost
certtdrd.ywelcom that visit and me everyeffortto have
representativesof hth atells-availablefor the discussions. I would
-e, tao, that afterwe have agreem2nt on the futureof the program>
Your represmtativeswould try to visit Utirikand Ron=@ap to
explainit ~st-hand to the people.

I am informalalso that you are planningfor extensivestudiesrem-g
the presenceof plutoniumin the urine of the peopleat Bikini. Tmt

“prmbkm and the people’s~prehension about it has becomea ratter
of -at concernto me. I have asked J-r.Ray to pleasearrangefor
an &rly visit to
the peopleand to
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I uxierstandthat
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Bikinito explainwhat it my mean to the healthof
describein advancethe kind of tests and stl!dies
carry out●

this rrayincludethe collectionof a largequantity
from alcnstthe entirepopulation,and over a
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probablyparticipationby one or nxn?e
be glad to assistin planningfor it.

Again let me expressw appreciationfor your s~.~’~~‘Vd “’’”
Mr. Ray’s continuedcounsel%d ;ss~stance.

Sincerelyyours,

OL.z3%_.
Oscar de Bruin
DistrictAdministrator,Mmshalls
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Gates,E2WA Manager

Caqissioner - ‘ITHeadquarters
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